Welcome to North Perth Community Garden Inc
Please read the Guidelines below and submit the signed Application for Membership to North
Perth Community Garden Inc (NPCG), signing the Application for Membership means you agree
to abide by the Guidelines in this document and any associated rules or policies of NPCG. Once
your membership has been accepted you will be invoiced for your fees.
If leasing a communal or individual plot please include a copy of your proof of residency in the City
of Vincent (CoV), these memberships cannot be processed until proof of residency is verified.
Alternatively, after reading the Guidelines you may wish to submit an online application at:
www.northperthcommunitygarden.org

North Perth Community Garden New Member Guidelines
These Guidelines have been established to help you have a great gardening experience and
ensure the health, safety and enjoyment of all. If you have questions, please ask a committee
member.
NPCG is predominantly for growing herbs, vegetables and some flowers. Trees and large shrubs
are not suitable in the plots, but members contribute to the care of existing ones in the orchard and
general areas. The garden is not intended as certified organic but we aim to have a garden that
operates on organic principles.
All care is taken to ensure common elements of NPCG such as water and irrigation are
maintained and security is upheld however it does not take responsibility for; loss of crops and
personal belongings. By signing the Application for Membership to NPCG you acknowledge that
you garden at your own risk and will make no legal claims against NPCG or CoV.

Membership
Membership is for an entire household, there is only one membership or plot lease per household.
Regular times will be scheduled for the opening of the tool shed, as a key cannot be given to every
member. If you require access to the shed at an unscheduled time, please contact a committee
member.

General Membership.
Everybody pays general membership. You can be a general member, even if you are not a CoV
resident.
Benefits of General Membership include:
1. Use of the Greenhouse
2. Working in and sharing the produce of the orchard.
3. Gardening in the native beds.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Gardening in common areas, including designated raised beds and frog pond area.
Working with and using compost and worm farms.
Invites to all NPCG social gatherings and events.
Receipt of 4x seasonal newsletters per year.
Access to garden shed and its tools when open.

Communal Plot Lease.
To lease a Communal plot, members must reside in the CoV.
Benefits of Communal Plot Lease include:
1. All the benefits of General Membership.
2. Co-lease of 3x communal garden beds jointly with other communal plot lease holders.
3. A set number of free seedlings from NPCG’s Greenhouse (subject to availability) for
planting in the communal plots at beginning of Autumn and Spring.
Communal plot members collectively share in the gardening and harvest of the communal beds,
they communicate between themselves, usually by group email, to ensure that; crop rotation
occurs, the harvest is equitably shared and that the area is adequately maintained.

Individual Plot Lease.
To lease an Individual plot, members must reside in the CoV.
Benefits of Individual Plot include:
1. All the benefits of a General member.
2. Lease of a specified individual plot for your exclusive use.
3. A set number of free seedlings from NPCG’s Greenhouse (subject to availability) for
planting in your individual plot at beginning of Autumn and Spring.
You must garden within the boundaries of your plot and not allow your produce to encroach on
neighbouring plots. Please be mindful of overshadowing your neighbours.
While every effort will be made to ensure you always have access to your plot, the NPCG reserves
the right to re-allocate it should you not abide by the rules or do not adequately care for your
allocated plot, no refunds will be issued.

Annual fee structure
General Membership fee (paid by every member)

$20.00

Communal plot lease fee

$20.00

Individual plot lease fee

medium plot *2.8m2
large plot *3.6m2

$80.00
$100.00

* Please note the dimensions of the plots are the physical dimensions including bordering lumber.
Internal (growing space) dimensions are slightly smaller.
Membership and plot lease fee renewals are due annually on 1st March, members will be invoiced
mid February. Non payment of renewal by 31st March each year will result in forfeit of your plot
and it being allocated to the next person on the wait list.
If individual plot lease holders voluntarily resign their lease prior to renewal time they can revert to
a communal lease until the expiry of their membership the following February. NPCG does not

issue a refund for any part of membership or plot fees in the event you cease or downgrade your
membership prior to renewal time.

Your Responsibilities as a Member
A community garden is a collective responsibility and we rely upon the cooperation of all
members. Most decisions that affect the garden's operations will be made at committee level.
You are welcome to nominate for a Committee or Coordinator position via election at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) held every 12 months. All memberships have one valid vote and can vote
on all matters pertaining to the garden. The Committee values member's input. Attending the
AGM will give you the best opportunity to provide input or raise concerns about the garden.
As a member, you are expected to volunteer twice per annum for a task that is of communal
benefit to the whole garden such as a working bee, event, fundraisers or special project as
determined by the committee from time to time.
All members are responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of their plot in accordance with their
membership type. All gardeners are expected to; keep plots generally weed and pest free, looking
tidy, as well as help with keeping pathways and areas free from weeds and debris to reduce
hazards in the garden site.

Greenhouse
All members are welcome to use the Greenhouse after completion of a short Greenhouse
Induction session. All members contribute to the propagation of plants for use around the garden,
each member is eligible for a set number of seedlings per year at no cost (subject to availability).
We are also endeavouring to grow seedlings for sale to raise funds to purchase needed items for
the garden. Members are welcome to use the Greenhouse to grow their own seedlings.
To protect Greenhouse plants from disease, always wash your shoes before entering with the
disinfectant provided for that purpose just inside the Greenhouse and use Australian Standards
certified commercially purchased potting & seed raising mixes for any item in the Greenhouse.

Garden Hygiene
Plants that are illegal, have a noxious or problematic effect are not to be introduced to NPCG, in
view of their small size planting of trees and large shrubs in the plots is also not allowed. Climbing
vines must be staked and contained within the plot.
Addition of other soils and soil-type additives (potting mixes etc.) is also not allowed, unless
approved by the Committee. Tools brought into the garden from off-site must be cleaned on entry
to the garden before use. Tools belonging to the garden are to be cleaned after use and returned
to the shed. This is an important part of keeping diseases out of our garden.

Sustainable Garden Practices
We practice the ethos of reduce, reuse and recycle, as we aim towards being a waste-free site.
Although we have general waste bins please limit how much goes in these bins. Weeds and
compostable materials are welcome to be put into the compost bins. The process of composting
is one of the many gardening projects we undertake, recycling our nutrients back into the garden.
All gardeners are expected to adopt conservation principles by; helping to save water, compost
garden waste, reduce pests naturally and to use natural mulches.
In keeping with our Organic aims we have a detailed written Integrated Pest Management policy
that outlines our preferred pest and disease management strategies – cultural, mechanical,

biological then finally chemical solutions. Only low toxicity naturally derived gardening products are
to be used, fertilisers, pesticides and herbicides marked prohibited in Appendix 1 in our policies
are not allowed in the garden, some recommended products have also been listed. Any products
not listed require approval of the Committee. Appendix 1 is available at the garden, we recognise
there are new products coming to market all the time and the Committee is happy to review the list
at any time.

Health and Safety
Whilst NPCG is covered for Public Liability Insurance, Volunteer Accident Insurance and has
some personal protective equipment (PPE) available, it is the individual member’s responsibility to;
supply, and use their own PPE such as gloves and garden in a safe manner. Members must not
take on activities that they feel are unsafe or they haven’t received adequate training.
Enclosed shoes must always be worn in the garden. Gloves, sunscreen, protective wear and hats
are recommended and are the gardeners' responsibility.
We understand that things happen and if a minor injury occurs we have a First Aid kit in our main
shed. Vincent Men’s Shed also has a First Aid kit and a cardiac defibrillator. It is however your
responsibility to ensure you and your guests act in a safe and responsible manner. If an adverse
incident does occur, please notify a committee member as a report must be submitted to CoV.
NPCG has a Risk Management Plan, risk mitigation is everybody’s responsibility, if you see a
hazard eliminate or reduce it, only if possible and safe to do so, alternatively report it as per the
contacts list on the main shed.

Behaviour at the garden
To ensure; a smooth running of NPCG, that everybody has an enjoyable and safe gardening
experience we have a number of policies which we expect all members to adhere to:
Discrimination. Members agree to always be considerate of other garden users and not to
discriminate against anyone based on; race, gender, disability, skin colour, nationality, ethnic
origin or sexual orientation.
Dispute Resolution. We understand that disputes may happen and it is in your own interest to
resolve them amicably & quickly. The Committee is not in the business of conflict resolution but a
committee member may volunteer to help. Only in extreme cases would a conflict issue be
expected to come before the Committee or be brought to the general meeting for discussion and a
decision. The Rules of Association have specific guidelines for formal dispute resolution which we
are required to follow.
Alcohol. Individuals may bring their own alcohol to consume at NPCG provided it is done so in
the context of quiet enjoyment. Quiet Enjoyment means not or not permitting to be done in or near
NPCG anything which may give rise to nuisance, disturbance or annoyance to any other tenant or
occupier of Woodville Reserve, or nearby residents or occupiers to Woodville Reserve.
Intoxicated, offensive or unruly behaviour by members in or around the vicinity of NPCG will not be
tolerated and may result is the member’s expulsion from the organisation. Intoxicated persons will
not be admitted to the garden.
Smoking and Drug Use. Smoking of any sort and illegal drugs in any form are not permitted
anywhere within the garden, including the carpark, illegal drug use on site may result in the
member’s immediate expulsion from NPCG.

Children. Children under the age of 18 years are welcome in our garden so long as they are in
the care of a responsible adult. Children may perform work in the garden so long as they are
supervised by a responsible adult. Children are not permitted to operate the water pump, the
reticulation system controller, enter the water tank, use machinery or mix and use chemicals or
sprays.
Pet. Pets are allowed on site so long as they are under the control of an adult. If your pet is
deemed to be causing a problem, you may be required to put it on a leash or remove it from the
site. All pet waste must be disposed of appropriately in the rubbish bin.
Visitors. Visitors are welcome to come to NPCG, you are responsible for them while on site and
they must abide by all garden rules. In signing the Application for Membership you release NPCG
and the CoV from any claims of liability for your visitors' safety or welfare whilst on site.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation and enabling your growing experience in North
Perth Community Garden to be remembered for all the right reasons.

