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Emma Vosnacos
February sees the transition from the Nyoongar season Birak or First Summer - Season of the
Young to Bunuru or Second Summer - Season of Adolescence known as the hottest time of the
year. Having lived through record extended heatwaves of over 40°C during Birak I think I speak
for everyone when I say we are all hoping Bunuru is not the hottest season this year and the worst
is behind us. The heat has played havoc with many
people’s gardens this year, despite that I have to
congratulate NPCG’s gardeners on a fabulous job of
keeping the garden looking healthy and flourishing in
this extraordinary weather – well done everybody.
The Communal gardeners have had a great crop of
tomatoes and the raised beds have produced copious
giant cucumbers. We shared our peaches & mangoes
at the Summer Feast, there aren’t many climates in
the world where both can produce fruit in the same
garden – we are very lucky. This is the dwarf peach’s
first crop since it was badly damaged 4 years ago, I
am very excited it has finally recovered.
Many of you answered the survey about the
Greenhouse Rejuvenation, a summary of the
findings can be found later in this newsletter. A number of great ideas for workshops came up
from the survey, whilst we look into them, read the articles on Soil Care and What to Plant Next
later in this newsletter for some inspiration. Please read also the reminder about how our
Composting at NPCG works.
There’s more on the latest updates in the
Woodville Reserve Landscaping Plan which is
progressing and works on site will begin soon. We
are also looking for new people to assist compiling
the quarterly Newsletter & a Fruit Tree Coordinator.
Whilst it has been a quiet Summer at the garden for
most members, Terry has been busy sanding and
oiling our new table, he has done an amazing job
and I wish to thank him for all his effort it looks
stunning. There is plenty coming up in the next few
months so check out Upcoming Events and join
us for some fun outdoor activities. As always in the
current pandemic watch for any last-minute updates
for changes to events.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to
welcome the new members to NPCG and hope
they have an enjoyable and engaging time in our
community.
Take care everyone and happy gardening.

Greenhouse Survey Results
Just over half of members responded to the Greenhouse Rejuvenation Survey, thank you to those
who took the time, it was greatly appreciated. The report is available to read if you are interested, I
won’t detail it here.
The main themes are:
• We need to inform members better that it is there for their use and what the door code is.
• There is not only support for us to propagate plants for sale but a willingness to be involved in that
process, including coordinating. Which is great to hear. A suggestion to propagate for members
use was also made.
• A majority of members felt converting it to a combined shade house/ greenhouse would be the
better option. We are currently looking for funding sources to do the above, including improving
the irrigation system, if anybody has any ideas please contact us
• There was strong support for the bees to be housed in a corner, although the advice we have
since received from the supplier is that it is inadvisable in that space due to temperature reasons.
They have quoted us with an alternative solution to keeping the bees secure.
A plan has been formulated to implement the above it may take most of the rest of the year, as we
will need to source external funding to pay for it. In the meantime a propagating and sales project/
team will be able to be created, we will email members to get the names of those interested.

Soil Care
Caring for your soil is the foundation of everything a gardener does, soil is a whole ecosystem in
itself and like a living being it requires; nurturing, feeding and watering all the time. By becoming
observant of your soil and your plants, you are half way to understanding what they require &
when they require it.
So, what is required?
• Hydration: Perth has very dry Summers and hydrophobic soils (repels water), a bad
combination; making watering essential and retaining it a constant problem. Consequently:
o A 6 monthly application of a wetting agent that breaks the water repelling coating on the
surface of the soil is recommended
o Adding some water absorbing materials like
compost, manure, mulch and/or clay
increases the ability of the soil to hold
moisture.
o Note: Clay remains in the soil so rarely
needs topping up once applied. Care needs
to be taken not to apply too much or the soil
becomes water logged in Winter and rock
hard in Summer. It’s easier to add clay than
remove it!
• Nutrition: WA has some of the nutritionally
poorest soils in the world, so soil inputs become
vitally important. Nutritional supplementation as
fertiliser is essential to success.
o The elements Nitrogen (N), Phosphorus (P)
and Potassium (K) provide the core nutrition
base for most fertilisers. Organic products
like pelletised chicken manure, fish emulsions
and blood and bone can provide these.
o There are a large number of other essential
minute elements, collectively called trace
elements that are needed to promote quality
and quantity of produce.

o Trace elements can be purchased individually such as Iron (Fe) and Magnesium (Mg) or as
a combined product. There are many immediate release products available, but rock dust
provides a slow-release version.
Deficiencies in any elements will manifest in the plants in different ways depending on what is
missing, the table on the previous page shows the effects of different deficiencies on plants.
• Soil Conditioner: Different to but often mistaken for fertiliser, soil conditioners improve the soil
structure, water retention and carry the many small critters and microbes that transform the
elements in fertiliser into useable forms. Humus is a variant, it is the equivalent to fibre in the
human body, essential for healthy vibrant plants.
o Includes materials like compost, manures (chicken manure excepted, it’s a fertiliser), and
mulch
• Immune support: Like humans, plants too have an immune system. Unhealthy soil will lead
to unhealthy plants and poor nutritional value in the resulting produce.
o Products like worm liquid/castings and seaweed extracts are also not fertilisers, but are
fantastic plant tonics and immune boosters, providing a further abundance of microbes,
promoting root growth and water retention. These tonics will often resurrect struggling
plants.
• pH testing: pH is a measure of acidity/alkalinity. All plants have a pH range that they grow
optimally in, for most plants it is close to pH neutral, but some plants like soil a little more acidic
or alkaline. Incorrect pH will adversely affect plant growth, NPCG’s soil was tested a few years
ago and was basically sound. Whilst we don’t supply test kits, they can be purchased relatively
cheaply at Garden shops.
Hydration, nutrition and soil conditioners all work together promoting healthy soil and boosting the
plants’ immune systems to produce abundant healthy crops. It is important to renew the soil at
season change, when the old crops have finished, it is critical to replace what the plants have
drained out of the soil. The spent plants you remove still have nutritional value, by composting
them on site you recycle these nutritional elements back into the system to be broken down and
reapplied to the garden again.
All the above factors need to be in balance, we can have too much and too little of everything.
Overuse of fertilisers causes them to:
• Enter our ground water
• Leech into the river system
• Contribute to blue/green algal blooms
Such algal blooms:
• Deoxygenate the river & lakes, as currently at Lake
Monger
• Can cause skin irritation to swimmers
• Cause not only mass fish deaths, but death of the
whole ecosystem in that part of the river
Currently available at NPCG:
• Wetting agents: pelletised in small tool shed
• Bentonite clay: most plots have had some added,
only small quantities needed
• Straw: best applied in Spring
• Pelletised chicken manure: in the small tool shed
• Seaweed extract: in small tool shed, only small
quantities needed
• Rock dust: applied periodically to all plots
• Compost: take from green lidded bins
• Worm liquid: dispensed from the green reservoir under the patio
• Fish Emulsions: in small tool shed

What to Plant Next?
As the Nyoongar season Bunuru (Feb/Mar) transitions into Djeran (April/May) your Summer
plants will be dying off and it will be time to compost them and rejuvenate your soil in preparation
for cooler weather planting. After rejuvenating your soil, the next question is what to plant now?
The answer is based on three main things:
1.
Climate Location Perth is a Mediterranean to
semi-arid climate zone. Plants suited to these climate
zones thrive best, but with careful variety selection and
extra attention we are blessed with being able to push the
boundaries into several climate zones, from some tropical
varieties like pineapples and mangoes to cool temperate
plants that require a chill factor to flower such as some
stone fruit. Bear in mind whilst these are possible, they
may not always be successful and require more inputs to
produce.
2.
Seasonal Guides are available on the main shed
door, matching your crop choice to the season increases
your chance of successful results.
3.
Previous Planting is important, some crops are
what we term heavy feeders and require lots of extra inputs
to produce, whilst others can replenish the soil. Following
successive crops with the same family of plants will
significantly deplete your soil, increasing the risk of pest &
diseases striking the next crop thus reducing your bounty.
This knowledge forms the basis of a crop rotation plan.
Crop rotation doesn’t replace the need to rejuvenate your soil between crops, but it does assist.
Below is a basic rotation plan:
1. Heavy feeders – mostly fruits & flowers, including broccoli, cauliflower
2. Light Feeders – mostly leafy greens and roots
3. Replenishers – mostly legumes like peas & beans
Return to the beginning of the cycle.

Composting at NPCG
As mentioned in the last newsletter a blitz was done
on the compost system, the bins have been colour
coded as per below & rearranged, the system
remains the same but is more self – explanatory:

Bin Labels
Use Me: Ready compost for use in your plot
Feed Me: Add your chopped green waste to
these ones
• There is compost ready to go, in the green
labelled bins to rejuvenate your plot.
• Chop your spent plants & seed free weeds
(smaller composts quicker), place in the red
labelled bins
• Any diseased plants or weeds with seeds go in
the rubbish bin or FOGO bin when we get one
• We will be asking for a regular team to help Mike
keep the compost moving. Like the propagating
any level of commitment is great, once a year or
once a week, every bit helps

Woodville Reserve Landscaping
The WRLP is progressing, the proposed CoV schedule is:
• Site works late April
• Hard landscaping May
• Planting aiming for after May/June
NPCG has a number of tasks to complete in relation to the
WRLP:
• The three Citrus trees (outside our boundary) formerly
cared for by the Multicultural Centre, are scheduled to be
relocated within the WR site to make way for the
pedestrian path. NPCG has offered in the month before
their move to heavy prune and prepare them, likely to be
done at the March busy bee.
• With the new path traversing along the back of our shed
area we will need to tidy this space up and ensure it
remains so into the future – scheduled for the busy bee.
• The final stage may be a
community planting day
organised for July to align with
National Tree Day. Members
Due to increasing external work commitments both our Fruit
of the local community maybe
Tree Coordinator and Newsletter layout members have had
be invited to participate in
to relinquish their roles. I’d like to thank both Rod Davies
planting out the space (this is
(FT) and Orana Sirr (NL) for the time and effort they have
yet to be confirmed).
put into them.
It will be exciting to see this
We are looking for members willing to replace them in these
landscaping come to fruition.
roles.

Fruit Tree Coordinator &
Newsletter Layout

Upcoming Events
Busy bee
9am Sun 13th March 2022
North Perth Community Garden
Light refreshments supplied

CWA Meet & Greet
22nd April 2022
North Perth Community Garden
Light Refreshments

Corporate Volunteer Day
TBC

Fruit Tree Coordinator doesn’t necessarily require
knowledge of fruit trees, although it’s helpful; we have
schedules of care. It does require coordinating skills and
the capacity to ask for help, you are not be expected to care
for all the fruit trees yourself, but liaise with the committee
and keep track of when care has been attended.
Newsletter Layout we produce 4 newsletters per year at
the beginning of each season. Most of the content is
created by others, it is putting the content together that is
required. This role requires some skill or ability to use the
advanced features of programmes like Word or other
desktop layout software.

Contact Us
Email: northperthcommunitygarden@gmail.com
Post: PO Box 448, North Perth, WA 6906
Website: www.northperthcommunitygarden.org
Address: 10 Farmer Street, North Perth, WA, 6006
Committee member available on site 4pm to 6pm Sundays
Socials: Find us on Facebook and Instagram

Newsletter Contributors

• Sophie Farnan (Photos)
• Emma Vosnacos (Editor)

